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Welcome Back & Happy New Year! 
We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. It has been wonderful 
welcoming the children back to school this week, and it has been lovely to see how 
smoothly they have settled back into their routines. The children have returned with 
fantastic, ready-to-learn attitudes, which has been a joy to see. 
They have also enjoyed sharing their Christmas holiday news with friends and 
staff, filling the school with excitement and smiles. 
Hard as it is to believe, we have now completed our first full term of the 2025/26 
academic year. The children are eager and motivated as they begin their learning 
for this second term, and we are very much looking forward to the weeks ahead 

and we can’t wait to see what this term brings!       
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Weekly Class Attendance 

 
 

Cold Weather Reminder            

With weather forecasts predicting colder conditions over the coming days and 
weeks, please ensure that children come to school dressed appropriately for the 
cold weather. 
Children should wear warm coats, jumpers, hats, scarves and gloves where 
needed, as we will continue to make use of outdoor playtimes whenever it is safe 
to do so. Please also ensure all items are clearly labelled. 
Thank you for your support in helping us keep everyone warm, comfortable and 
ready to learn. 

 



 

     

Online Safety – Keep it Age-Appropriate        

Please check that the games, apps and videos your child is using are suitable for 
their age. 
Top tips: 

• Check age ratings 
• Use parental controls 
• Keep screens in shared areas 
• Talk to your child about what they’re watching or playing 

Remind children to be kind online and tell an adult if something worries them. 
Together, we can help keep our children safe and happy online! 
 
Uniform, PE Kit & Birthday Reminder  
A quick reminder to help keep our school days running smoothly: 

• Please make sure your child wears full school uniform each day. 
• Label all clothing clearly – jumpers, coats, hats – so lost items can be 

returned. 
• Children should come to school in their PE kit on PE days. 
• Encourage your child to wear appropriate shoes and coats for outdoor play, 

especially in winter. 
• Birthday celebrations: Children can wear their own clothes on their birthday  

o If their birthday falls over a weekend or holiday, they can choose a 
school day to celebrate at the first opportunity. 

Thank you for helping us keep everyone smart, safe, and ready to learn! 
 
Is My Child Too Ill for School? 
We know it can be difficult to decide whether your child is well enough to attend 
school. Government guidance helps schools manage common illnesses. 
Please remember: 
If your child is unwell and not attending school, contact the school each day to let 
us know the reason. 
General Guidance 

• Coughs & colds: Children can attend with mild symptoms. Keep them at 
home if they have a high temperature. 

• High temperature: Children should stay at home until it has gone. 
• Vomiting & diarrhoea: Children must stay at home for 48 hours after the 

last episode. 
Common Infections 

• Chickenpox: Stay off school until all spots have crusted (usually 5 days). 
• Conjunctivitis: No need to stay off school. 
• Cold sores: No need to stay off school. 
• Head lice: No need to stay off school – please treat as soon as possible. 
• Hand, foot and mouth: Children can attend if they feel well enough. 
• Slapped cheek syndrome: No need to stay off school once the rash 

appears, but please inform school. 
Other Conditions 

• Ear infections: Keep at home if there is a high temperature or significant 
pain. 

• Impetigo: Stay off school until sores have healed or 48 hours after starting 
antibiotics. 

• Scarlet fever: Children may return 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 
• Ringworm: Children can attend once treatment has started. 
• Threadworms: No need to stay off school – treatment can be given at 

home. 
• Sore throat: Children can attend unless they also have a high temperature. 



 

     

 
Summer swimmers are made in winter.  
Get the kids ready for the summer holidays with Be Well's Learn to Swim 
programme! Keep them active, happy, and healthy over the winter months as they 
build confidence, learn valuable life-skills and make friends. Use the following link 
BeWell Wigan Offer now to secure 50% off for your child's first 2 months 
membership. 
 
Stars of the Week 

 
Consultation on admission arrangements 2027/28  
Some Wigan schools are consulting on their admission arrangements for 
admission to reception class and year 7 for the academic year 2027/28. 
The web address is – 
www.wigan.gov.uk/consultations 
 

Next week at a glance 

Week 
beginning 

 
12th Jan  

Before 
school 

During the school day 

 

Music 
tuition 

 

After 
school 

Monday 
 
 

Breakfast 
club 

Whole school Collective 
Worship 

 
Year 1 outdoor PE 
Year 4 outdoor PE 
Year 3 indoor PE 

 
First IRock band practise in 

the afternoon 

  

Guitar ABC 
childcare 

 
Year 1 
phonics 

workshop 
3:30pm 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcockpit.myfitapp.com%2FWT5ZPC&data=05%7C02%7Cb.harvey%40howebridge.wigan.sch.uk%7Cbafbe877d6744cdb680308de4eb89a39%7Ce9c02e3e260544479d190ab9acf838e6%7C0%7C0%7C639034751917049111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m6n9T0lnXsBNIAIYY0%2F9B4AuZTVUAZrHmTV3QWKt7yA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wigan.gov.uk%2Fconsultations&data=05%7C02%7Cb.harvey%40howebridge.wigan.sch.uk%7C8ae7601b4e1941df6fa508de33febe73%7Ce9c02e3e260544479d190ab9acf838e6%7C0%7C0%7C639005366391332672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=COmy9kiGBd3k0QoSLm9WFi9QbZ2XF7iDbnOUQed%2Bo2w%3D&reserved=0


 

     

Tuesday 
 

 

Breakfast 
club 

Whole school   
singing worship 

 
Y3 outdoor PE 

Drums 
 

Violin 
 

ABC 
childcare 

 
 
 

Wednesday Breakfast 
club 

 
 

Whole school Collective 
Worship 

 
Rec indoor PE 

Year 1 outdoor PE 

 
 
 
 

ABC 
childcare 

 
 

Thursday 
 
 

Breakfast 
club 

Class Worship  
 

Rec indoor PE  
Y5 indoor PE  
Y6 indoor PE 

Year 2 outdoor PE 

 ABC 
childcare 

 
 

Friday Breakfast 
club 

Whole school Celebration 
Worship 

 
Year 5 Swimming   
Year 2 outdoor PE 
Year 6 outdoor PE 
Year 4 indoor PE 

 
Parent Workshop on Autism 

led by TESS AT 9:15am  

 
Keyboard 

ABC 
childcare 

 
 

 
Future dates for your diary 

(Please note, these will be added to frequently) 

5th February Young Voices 

16th February – 20th 
February 

Half Term 

23rd March – 25th March Year 4 Robinwood residential 

24th March Year 1 Blackpool Zoo Trip 

Thursday 2nd April Finish for Easter Break at 3:30pm 

20th April  Children return to school at 8:50am 

4th May Bank Holiday Monday 

25th May – 29th May Half Term 

29th June – 3rd July Year 6 Residential trip 

6th July Year 1 Bring Yer Wellies trip  

9th July  

  
16th July Finish for Summer Break at 3:30pm 

17th July Inset day – Staff only  

1st September  Inset day – Staff only 

2nd September Children return to school at 8:50am 

9th September  Rock Kidz            
 
Useful Links 
School Instagram Account  https://www.instagram.com/st.michaelsceprimaryschool/ 
School Facebook Account https://www.facebook.com/HoweBridgeStMichaelsPrimary 
School Lunches to be ordered on https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk 
Apply for Free School Meals https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750 
Internet Safety Links: Safer Internet Day 2025 - UK Safer Internet Centre 

https://www.instagram.com/st.michaelsceprimaryschool/
https://www.facebook.com/HoweBridgeStMichaelsPrimary
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/
https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2025


 

     

Mental Health and wellbeing details – www.actionforhappiness.org  
Samaritans 116 123 (freephone 24 hours a day) 
Consultation admission arrangements 2027/28 - www.wigan.gov.uk/consultations 
Mind - www.mind.org.uk  
Online resources 
For parents: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 
For children: 
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/ 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/ 
 

 

http://www.actionforhappiness.org/
http://www.wigan.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/

