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	Topic Overview


 (
Year 
3–
Autumn
Esio
 Trot
) (
British Values/PSHE
Caring for wildlife.
Children will learn about how our actions directly contribute to 
the environment where we live and our responsibility for those actions.
British charities that support animal welfare 
eg
 RSPCA and RSPB
) (
Geography
What is special about the Galapagos Islands? 
Importance of climate.
Equatorial climate and diversity.
) (
Design & Technology
 
Children will have individually designed and made winter tortoise homes during the summer holidays. In school, they will learn about mechanical systems 
and apply them to their designs,
 develop
ing them by
 add levers and linkages to their designs.
Deeper learning will enable children to make Mr 
Hoppy’s
 ‘tortoise catcher’.
) (
Science
What is hibernation? W
hy do some animals hibernate and others don’t? How does a tortoise prepare for hibernation? What should it eat and how much?
What does a tortoise skeleton look like? Compare and contrast with other skeletons.
) (
Maths
Children will apply 
weight and length
 to determine the 
health of different tortoises an
d their fitness for hibernation. They will learn how to apply the Jackson Ratio for Hermann’s tortoises.
) (
Outdoor Learning
Children will explore the school grounds to check places suitable for natural h
ibernation and camouflage 
eg
. 
how
 can we help to protect h
edgehogs in the winter?
) (
Learning Hook
Children will meet the class Hermann’s tortoise. Their summer project was to design a
nd make a winter tortoise house to bring into school.
) (
English
 :
Children will 
work in pairs and small groups to discuss features of their constructions, comparing and contrasting them and making suggestions for improvements. They
 will write instructions for making a tortoise house.
 
Writing in the style of Roald Dahl, children will 
produce
 a short narrative featuring the characters in 
Esio
 Trot.
Through non-fiction texts, children will learn about tortoises and related species.
) (
Subjects to be taught S
eparately
Subjects to be Taught Separately
RE
Judaism 
Called by God
History
The Stone Age
French
Alphabet, birthdays and family 
eg
 
mon
,ma.mes
Computing
Programming
 animate
d cartoon using characters desi
gned by the children
.
Repairing 
program bugs.
 
PE/Games
Cross Country
Team building
WW2 Wartime Dances
PSHE/SEAL
Relationships, personal growth & change
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