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Romans 15:7 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
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Our Vision.
Immersed in a Christian community, each individual is encouraged, challenged and nurtured to learn and grow to achieve their full potential.
Our Inspiration
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,” plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Our Values
Love, Faith, Hope and Joy
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Introduction.
What is the SEND (Special educational needs/disabilities) Information report?
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 and its' associated Code of Practice (2014/2015) requires all schools to publish and update annually a Special Educational Needs/Disabilities (SEND) Information Report. This report also complies with Section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2014.
The purpose of this report is to explain how the St Michael’s school's SEND Policy is implemented; how children and young people with special educational needs and disability are identified and supported; how they and their parents and carers can contribute to assessment, educational opportunities and out-of-school activities and how all involved can access the information and support they need. We hope that parents/carers of current and prospective pupils find the following information helpful. We encourage all interested parties to contact the school for more information.
Wigan Local Offer.
Local authorities and other services set out a local offer of all services available to support children who are disabled or who have SEN and their families. The local offer will enable families to understand what services they can access and what support they can expect from a range of local agencies, including from the local authority, health services, schools, leisure services and the voluntary sector. The offer will include provision from birth to 25 across education, health and social care.
The potential outcomes of the Local Offer are:
· To provide clarity and confidence for parents
· To support earlier intervention
· To reduce the need for assessment
· To identify need and gaps in provision
· To provide an evidence base for improving progress and securing better outcomes, at school and local level.
If you wish to investigate the Wigan local offer further then you can contact the SEND Information, Advice and Support (IAS) Service using the following contact numbers; 01942 486143 or 01942 364441 or using their website; 
SEND Local Offer

St Michael’s Church of England Primary School SEND aims and objectives.
We believe that all children are entitled to a high quality education which will enhance their self-esteem, skills, knowledge, understanding and which prepares them for their future lives.  We believe children learn best in an environment in which they feel safe, cared for and are well supported in their learning. We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. While there is a strong focus on academic success we believe in the education of the whole child and we are equally committed to ensuring that every child receives a broad, balanced and stimulating curriculum with Christian values at the heart of everything we do. We have a caring, dedicated and understanding team looking after our children. 
All Wigan maintained schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities and are supported by the Local Authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best progress in school. All schools are supported to be as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with Special Education Needs and/or Disabilities being met in a mainstream setting wherever possible, where families want this to happen.
This SEND information report has been produced in conjunction with several members of the school community. This includes the Parent Forum who came together to ensure that the document contained the information needed for parents and that the information was clear and easy to read and understand.
Responsible people.
All responsible post holders for this SEND Information report can be contacted via the school office and email address.
School Office/Business Manager:  Mrs Sarah Fallon – enquiries@admin.howebridge.wigan.sch.uk
School SENDCO  - Miss Ema McMillan  -     e.mcmillan@howebridge.wigan.sch.uk  (Special educational needs coordinator) 
Headteacher – Mrs Sarah Dring-headteacher@admin.howebridge.wigan.sch.uk
SEND Governor – Mrs Nicola Westmoreland who can be contacted by the school office; enquiries@admin.howebridge.wigan.sch.uk

Admissions at St Michael’s.
As an inclusive school, St Michael’s is committed to providing an education for all children. Therefore, the governors will admit all children having an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) that have St Michael’s named as the setting on the EHCP or when those children have named the school as a priority. Furthermore, in the event of oversubscription for the remaining places, these will be allocated by use of the following criteria:
•	Children who are Looked After or previously looked after 
•	Children with proved exceptional medical or social needs, whom the Governors believe would benefit from a place at this school.
In the cases of mid - year admission requests, the above policy is the same. Priority is given to those who have an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) and those who are or were previously looked after children. Please see the admissions policy on the website for more information.
Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties with learning/Special Educational Needs or disability (SEND)?
SENDCO (Special educational needs coordinator)  – Miss E. McMillan.
Responsible for: 
· Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) and developing the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school. This includes evaluating the effectiveness of any intervention/support given to your child on a regular basis using baseline and exit results to monitor and evaluate the support. 
· Ensuring that you are: 
· involved in supporting your child’s learning
· kept informed about the support your child is getting
· involved in reviewing how they are doing
· Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology etc.
· Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this school are known) and making sure that there are excellent records of your child’s progress and needs.
· Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can help children with SEND in the school achieve the best progress possible.
Class teacher.
Responsible for: 
· Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help your child may need (this could be things like targeted work, additional support) and letting the SENCO know as necessary.
· Writing One Page Profiles and individual targets and sharing and reviewing these with parents at least once each term and planning for the next term.
· Ensuring that all staff working with your child in school are helped to deliver the planned work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible progress. This may involve the use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources.
· Evaluating regularly and consulting with the SENCO about any interventions that have been put in place for your child.
· Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the pupils they teach with any SEND. 
· Following recommendations made by specialists by adapting their learning environment and curriculum to support the children in their class.
Headteacher – Mrs S. Dring
Responsible for: 
· The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children with SEND.
· Delegating responsibility to the SENCO and class teachers but still responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met.
· Keeping the Governing Body up to date about any issues in the school relating to SEND.
· Keeping the Governing Body up to date regarding the progress and attainment of all SEND pupils.
SEND Governor – Mrs Nicola Westmoreland.
Responsible for: 
· Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child attending the school who has SEND.
What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at St Michael’s?
Class teacher input via excellent targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching.
For your child this would mean:
· That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
· That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.
· Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This may involve things like using more practical learning.
· Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCO or outside staff) are in place to support your child to learn.
· Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that your child has a gap in their understanding/ learning and needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress.
· Specific group work with a smaller group of children – intervention groups
All children in school should be getting this as a part of excellent classroom practice when needed.
Stage of SEN Code of Practice: School Support. 
Your child may be identified by the class teacher as needing some extra support in school. They will have been identified using various methods including; teacher observations of your child or analysing of tracking data. When a teacher observes that a child is failing to make progress or shows difficulty in some of the following areas; reading, writing, mathematics, presenting with persistent behaviour; emotional and social difficulties; has sensory or physical problems; or communication or interaction difficulties, the school will place the child at “School Support” and the child will receive support that is additional to and different from the differentiated, first quality teaching curriculum.
For your child this would mean: 
· He/ she will engage in group sessions with specific targets to help him/her to make more progress.
· Alternative teaching strategies/use of specialist equipment may be put in place to support your child.
· A Learning Support Assistant/teacher will run these small group sessions using the teacher’s plan
· A one page profile with specific, achievable targets will be discussed with parents/carers and put it in place. 
This type of support is available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area of learning. This support is directly funded by the school:
· Learning Mentor
· Learning Support Assistants

Stage of SEN Code of Practice: School Support with additional outside agency advice/support.
Once support has been put in place, there is a specific review period (10 weeks) for interventions/support to be reviewed by the class teacher/SENDCO. These are reviewed in several different ways; discussions/observations and the use of baseline and exit assessments for specific interventions. After these reviews, if the child is still not progressing or the class teacher/SENDCO identify them as needing some extra specialist support in school, support will be sought from an outside agency. This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups. 
Parents will always be informed when an external agency becomes involved with their child.
The extra specialist support may come from;
Directly funded by the school; 
· Counselling
· Additional Educational Psychology input to provide a higher level of service to the school
· TESS – Targeted Educational Support for dyslexic pupils
· Engagement Centre support


Local Authority central services. 
These services are paid for centrally by the Local Authority but delivered in school; 
· Outreach Service
· Educational Psychology Service
· Sensory Service for children with visual or hearing needs
· Speech and Language Therapy (SALT service)
· Child Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
· TESS – Targeted Educational Support including support from the Autistic Spectrum Team, Behaviour Support Service (BSS).
· Wigan Healthy life styles team.
Health Service support;
These services are provided and paid for by the Health Service but delivered in school:
· School Nurse
· Occupational Therapy
· Physiotherapy
· Consultants
For your child this support would mean: 
· Your child will have been identified by the class teacher/SENDCO (or you will have raised your worries) as needing more specialist input instead of or in addition to quality first teaching and intervention groups.
· You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways forward.
· You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them better in school. 
· The specialist professional will work with your  child to understand their needs and make recommendations, which may include:
· Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or changing some aspects of teaching to support them better 
· Support to set better targets which will include their specific expertise
· A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social skills group 
· Group or individual work with outside professional 
· The school may suggest that your child needs some agreed individual support in school. They will tell you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place. 
Specified Individual support.
If progress is still not achieved despite having school support with outside agency support/advice, discussions will be held with the agencies/school staff involved and parents/carers. Following these discussions, the child may be assessed bearing in mind the local authorities guidance with a view to initiating a statutory assessment of special educational needs. This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have been identified by the class teacher/SENCO as needing a particularly high level of individual or small group teaching, which cannot be provided from the budget available to the school. The school funds the first £6,000 of support but if your child needs more than £6,000 support then the EHCP helps support further funding for this.
Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may be from:
· Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team or Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need) or behavioural support teams.
· Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service. 
· One to one tuition from the TESS team.
This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are:
· Severe, complex and lifelong
· Need a very high level of support
For your child this would mean: 
· The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that will be provided for your child.
· After the school have sent in the request to the Local Authority, they will decide whether they think your child’s needs seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs. 
· After the reports have all been sent in the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong and that they need a very high level of support in school to make good progress. If this is the case they will write an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP). If this is not the case, they will ask the school to continue with the current support with outside agencies and also set up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.
· The Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) will outline the number of hours of individual/small group support your child will receive from the LA and how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in place. It will also have long and short term goals for your child. 
· An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run individual programmes or run small groups including your child. 
School will support families through the EHCP plan process but additional independent support can be sought with Wigan’s service provider Embrace. 
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/LINC2/Survival-Guide/Local-services/Embrace-Wigan-and-Leigh.aspx
How can I let the school know that I am concerned about my child’s progress in school?
· Before your child enters reception class we will offer you information at a meeting, provide sessions for you to come to the school with your child in the summer term preceding their arrival.
· We will arrange a discussion between you and the reception teacher to find out about your child’s likes, dislikes and relevant family history, history about how any previous setting has met your child’s needs and any other information you feel is important and relevant.
· When your child is in school, if you have concerns about your child’s progress you should speak to your child’s class teacher initially. 
· If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not making progress you should speak to the SENDCO or one of the Key Stage leaders.
· If you are still not happy you can speak to the school Headteacher and if you are still have concerns then you can contact the SEND Governor or the Chair of Governors. 
How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning in school?
If your child is then identified as not making progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this with you in more detail and to:
·  listen to any concerns you may have too
·  plan any additional support your child may receive
·  discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning
How is extra support allocated to pupils and how do they move between the different levels?
· The school budget, received from Wigan LA, includes money for supporting children with SEND.
· The Headteacher decides how to allocate the money provided by the local authority for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the school.
· The Headteacher and the SENCO discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school, including: 
· the children getting extra support already
· the children needing extra support
· the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be expected
· All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed.
How are the teachers in this school helped to work with children with an SEND and what training do they have?
· The SENCO’s job is to support the class teacher in planning for children with SEND.
· The school has a training plan for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children including those with SEND. This includes whole school training on SEND issues such as Speech and language difficulties, dyslexia, autism etc.
· Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their current class e.g. from the Outreach service, SALT etc. 

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND?
Expectations for SEND children are high and all children are expected to be the best that they can be at St Michael’s. Below are some of the ways we ensure that SEND children are supported.
· Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met.
· Specially trained support staff can adapt the teachers planning to support the needs of your child where necessary.
· Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups.
· Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s learning needs.
· When needed and advised, the learning environment will be adapted to meet your child’s learning needs. 
How will we measure the progress of your child in school?
· Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher.
· His/her progress is reviewed formally every term and a National Curriculum expectation for their age is given in reading, writing and mathematics. Children are either below, at expected or above their age range.
· If your child is working below their age related expectations then a more sensitive assessment tool is used which shows their level in more detail and will also show smaller but significant steps of progress. We use the Birmingham SEND toolkit for this.
· At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to do and are the results that are published nationally.
· Children on school support will have a one page profile which will be reviewed with your involvement, every term and the plan for the next term made. 
· The progress of children with an EHCP Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education.
· The SENDCO will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual work and in any group that they take part in.
· If your child has had any intervention then their progress will be measured to see what impact the intervention is having.
· In some occasions outside agencies will look at progress for SEND children and measure progress that has been made. They can also advise the school on how to help a child to progress further.
What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with SEND?
At St Michael’s we have an open door policy and encourage parents to come and see us for support or advice at any point throughout the year.
· The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be used.
· The SENDCO is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries you may have. 
· All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.
· One page profile’s will be reviewed with your involvement each term.
· Homework will be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs.
· A home/school contact book may be used to support communication with you, when this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child.
· The learning mentor will provide support for parents when needed.
How does St Michael’s value the voice of a child with SEND?
At St Michael’s we value the voice of all children. To ensure that your child has a consistent voice about their learning the SENDCO and Head teacher would regularly gather your individual child's views on their learning. Your child would have frequent opportunities to express how they feel about their learning and what they believe would help them with their learning. We also encourage the children to come and talk to us at any point about their learning. As a result of these discussions suitable adaptations would be made to your child's provision. Your child's targets and one page profile will also be written in consultation with your child and reviewed by them alongside their class teacher. Your child would also be consulted in regards to any meetings that take place with professionals. During their time at St Michael's your child will be actively involved in shaping their provision in order to maximize their learning. We also encourage children with SEND to be part of the various school's councils to allow them to be involved in shaping the school.
How is St Michael’s accessible to children with SEND?
· Although the building has limitations provision will put into place to ensure that children are in classrooms that are wheelchair accessible. The school has a disabled toilet and a ramp into the hall from the outside of the building.  We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. 
· If you would like to request an accessibility map please contact us through the school office or please don’t hesitate to come and speak to us about accessibility for your child.
· After school and before school provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND.
· Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.
How is St Michael’s enabling children with SEND to engage in the activities of school, together with other children?
St. Michael’s school is an inclusive school and committed to providing equal opportunities for all children. Our entire school ethos and values that we represent at St Michael’s prevents any child with an SEND being treated less favourably than other children.
· School clubs, educational visits and residential trips are available to all children.
· When necessary the school will make reasonable adjustments to ensure that children with SEN and/or disabilities are included in all activities.

How is St Michael’s enabling children with an SEND to improve their emotional, mental and social development?
At St. Michael’s school we believe that the happiness and well-being of all our pupils is paramount. All members of staff take this aspect of school life very seriously. 
To aid all children’s emotional, mental and social development we ensure that;
· The children have regular weekly PSHE (personal, social, health education) lessons.

· If your child needs help to learn social skills or appropriate behaviours in a school setting, we may suggest using a Nurture/friendship group within school or work individually to explain social skills through story.

· If your child finds unstructured times (e.g. playtime) difficult we will consider a range of options including a quiet area for the child to go to, provide a buddy or allocate a specific adult to monitor and support your child to enjoy these times. 

· If a child is experiencing emotional or behavioural difficulties, then a one page profile will be drawn up, which will identify what support is needed. This likewise will be reviewed regularly with parents/carers.

· If your child has specific on going medical needs these will be discussed in detail with you and a plan put in place to meet those needs. We may involve the school nurse or other medical professionals if appropriate.
The school also works closely with the school’s CAMHS (Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service) link worker. The link worker is in regular contact with the SENDCO and Head teacher in order to provide training and support for staff in order to provide the best support we can for children’s emotional, mental and social development. The link worker can also work with individual children and parents.
As well as the above, the school is currently working towards becoming an ‘Emotionally Friendly’ school where we are working closely with the Educational Psychologist and TESS service to provide additional support to individuals. 
How does St Michael’s prevent and support SEND children with incidences of bullying?
At St Michael's we strongly believe that all bullying is not acceptable at our school. We recognise that children with SEND maybe vulnerable to bullying. Therefore, all staff are especially alert to ensuring that your child is supported when communicating potential incidents of bullying. The way we approach such incidents are based on the individual needs of children. If there was an incident of bullying where your child has been impacted then we will provide additional individualised support for them to deal with the impact of bullying. This support could include counselling, referral to outside agencies, one to one coaching, an early help, nurture group, support at playtimes and lunchtimes. At all stages of this process, we would work yourselves and your child to gain all views at all times during a sensitive period.

How will we support your child when they are leaving this school? Or moving 
to another class?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.
· If your child is moving child to another school: 
· We will contact the school SENDCO and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that need to be made for your child.
· We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.
· When moving classes in school: 
· Information will be passed on to the new class teacher IN ADVANCE and in most cases, a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. All one page profiles will be shared with the new teacher.
· If your child would be helped by a book to support them understand moving on then it will be made for them.
· In Year 6: 
· The SENDCO and class teacher will attend the Primary Transition meeting to discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENDCO of their secondary school.
· Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to support their understanding of the changes ahead. 
· Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.
How will we support your child during remote learning (COVID 19)?
In the event of a further national lockdown or in a case where your child has to self isolate due to COVID 19, we recognise that your child may not be able to access remote education without adult support and so school will work with you to deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum. We will also support you and your child emotionally. The SENDCO will arrange weekly phone calls (at least) to provide additional support, which will be tailored to your child’s needs.
Furthermore during remote learning;
· Class Teachers will plan lessons according to the specific needs of your child and specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child.
· Teaching staff will monitor the academic progress your child and discuss additional support or provision with the SENDCO as soon as possible.
· We will also support regular breaks for your child, e.g. sensory breaks, where your child is not expected to do schoolwork during these breaks.

During remote learning the SENDCO is responsible for;
•	Ensuring that children with EHC plans continue to have their needs met while learning remotely, and liaising with the headteacher and other organisations to make any alternate arrangements for pupils with EHC plans.
•	Identifying the level of support or intervention that is required while children with SEND learn remotely.
•	Ensuring that the provision put in place for children with SEND is monitored for effectiveness throughout the duration of the remote learning period.
•          Liaising with the ICT technicians- ABTEC to ensure that the technology used for remote learning is accessible to all pupils and that reasonable adjustments are made where required.
The school will consider whether one-to-one sessions are appropriate in some circumstances, e.g. to provide support for pupils with SEND. This will be decided and approved by the SLT, in collaboration with the SENDCO.
Overall, during remote learning we will continue to tailor the learning for your child and support you in any way that we can during this difficult period. Regular communication will be at the heart of this.
Useful websites/contacts for additional information: 
· GOV.UK SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS)                               Council for Disabled Children (CDC) - Fact sheets, films and posters designed to help parents, carers, children and young people understand some of the key themes of the new reforms including EHC plans.                                       https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/help-resources/resources
· SEND: guide for parents and carers – https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
· Wigan Special Educational Needs and Disability – Information, Advice and Support Service, Wigan Council, PO Box 100, Wigan, WN1 3DS  tel; 01942 486136 
· British Dyslexia Association -  http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
· The National Autistic Society - http://www.autism.org.uk/ 
· Dyspraxia Foundation-  http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/
What to do if you are not satisfied with a decision or what is happening.
The school endeavours to develop secure, open and honest relationships with parents by having high levels of communication. In the first instance we would ask parents to voice their concerns by arranging a meeting and discussing their concerns with the class teacher then the SENDCo/Deputy Headteacher (Miss McMillan); or the Headteacher (Mrs Quinlivan).
Explain your concerns to them first, however if you are not satisfied that your concerns have been addressed then ask for the school Governor representative (Mrs Westmoreland). If after this, you do not feel the issues have been resolved, we will arrange a meeting with the Chair of Governors (Mrs Debra Wailes), who can be contacted via the school.
The school’s complaint policy is available on the school’s website or a paper copy can be requested through the school office.

If your concern is with the Local Authority, contact:
Wigan Council
Waterside House,
Waterside Drive,
Wigan,
WN3 5AZ
01942 486225
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