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‘Immersed in a Christian Community, each individual is encouraged, challenged and nurtured to learn and grow to achieve their full potential.’
1st November 2022
Dear Parents and Carers

We have written to you previously and held Free School Meal workshops to enable you to check if you are eligible for Free School Meals for your child.

School have now purchased an electronic system, where the parents can check themselves if they are entitled to Free School Meals or you can give the school some basic information and school can check your eligibility on your behalf.

If your child is awarded Free School Meals, they will have their school dinner paid for them all the time they are at St Michael’s CE Primary School.  This is different to Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSMs), which children only receive a paid for school lunch in reception, year 1 and 2.

Free School Meals also entitles school some additional funding called Pupil Premium (PPG), which will be used to enhance your child’s experience and education at St Michael’s CE Primary School.

· Your child is entitled to Free School Meals if you get any of these benefits:

· Income Support

· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

· Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

· Universal Credit

Even if your circumstances change, you will still be entitled to Free School Meals for your child through their time here at St Michael’s.

If you think you are entitled to Free School Meals, or even if you just want to check if you are, then please use this link https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
Then enter the information they require.  You will be given a quick decision and school will be informed and we can quickly arrange for your child to receive their lunchtime meal paid for.

The information they will require is:

· Parent / Carer name

· Parent / Carer Date of birth

· Contact number

· National Insurance number or

· National Asylum Seeker number

· Child’s name (they will need each child’s details you have at school)

· Child’s Date of birth

· School the child is attending.

Please note that applying on this link, does not affect your credit rating or any of your benefits.

We strongly encourage, everyone to see if they qualify, even if your child receives UIFSMs, especially in these very challenging financial times.  A paid school meal could save you up to £440 a year.

Alternatively, you can provide school with some information about yourself and we can run your application through the system for you.  If you would prefer this option, then please complete the information required on the attached form and return it to school.

Please be aware that we can only submit an application on your behalf if you complete the attached form with the information and sign it to agree that school can use this information for the purposes of checking eligibility for free school meals on the ESS Free School Meal Application Form.

If you require any further information, then please do not hesitate to contact our school office and we will help you out.

Yours faithfully

Mrs P Catlow-Dwane

School Business Manager

Please remember it costs absolutely nothing to check so please complete the check yourself or ask school to do it on your behalf.

Free School Meal Eligibility Checking Form
Please ensure all details are printed clearly
	Parent / Carer Name


	

	Parent / Carer DOB


	

	Contact number


	

	Email address


	

	Address


	

	National Insurance Number


	

	Or

	National Asylum Serian Number


	

	Child’s name


	

	Child’s address if different from parent / carer


	

	Child’s DOB


	

	School child attends


	

	Additional children please also provide their names and dates of births below

	2nd Child’s name


	

	2nd Child’s DOB


	

	3rd Child’s name


	

	3rd Child’s DOB


	


If you have any additional children, then please put all their details on the back of this form.

If any child’s address is different from the first one on the form, please also detail this on the back of this form.

Please be aware that we can only check the eligibility for the children that attend St Michael’s CE Primary School or who are due to start St Michael’s CE Primary School

I am supplying these details to St Michel’s CE Primary School for them to use them to check the ESS Free School Meals Online Checker.  St Michael’s CE Primary school can keep these details on record for this purpose.
……………………………………………………..                           ………………………………

Signed                                                                                          Date

………………………………………………………

Please print name
	For Office use only

	Date received
	
	

	Date application submitted online
	
	

	Granted 
	Yes 
	No

	Date of approval
	
	

	Date Sims amended
	
	

	Date School Grid amended
	
	



