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At St Michael’s we believe in the follow features of teaching and learning.
· We believe in Linking Learning to prior learning (previous years, previous lessons, links to other subjects) to support children to develop their own schema 
· Being clear about our Learning intentions, Where learning fits in the Big Picture. Where are we in our learning journey? Where are we going?
· We believe in Recapping and reviewing our learning to build children’s memory, building on this learning with new learning (prepare to reteach forgotten learning or gaps).  Regular recaps and recall support the development of memory.
· We believe that children need excellent Modelling including seeing good examples, opportunities for guided practise and independent practise leading to activities children applying their knowledge (application)
· We believe in breaking up learning into small steps, building on prior learning to prevent cognitive overload
· We believe in asking lots of questions to check children’s understanding, adjust the learning, addressing misconceptions and giving feedback to move the learning forward. Hinge questions should be designed into lessons to check understanding at pivotal points. We have a no hands up approach
· We believe that teaching is a dynamic activity responding to the needs of pupils. Teachers should work with groups/ individuals/ giving direct feedback/ moving children on/ deepening children’s thinking/ questions /responding to children’s needs/moving around the classroom
· All pupils should be highly engaged in lessons using creative approaches, interactive learning styles, and collaborative approaching. No child should be allowed to opt out
· Systematic feedback that is Meaningful/Motivational/Manageable.  Feedback needs to be specific.
· We focus on subject specific thinking within lessons – we are scientists/historians/musicians/artists 
· Classrooms should be vocabulary rich, with high expectations relating to explanation
· Children need to work hard in the lesson - less teacher talk – more pupil talk
· Focusing on knowing more, doing more, and remembering more (Memory and retention/recall) 
· Ensuring that the classroom environment promotes independence and supports learning through, learning walls and help stations
· We believe in teaching children about the processes of learning and metacognition.  Children are encouraged during points in the lesson to reflect on learning and how well they are doing
· We believe in inclusive learning, ensuring that children are challenge and reasonable adjustments are made to support pupils to enable all children to achieve regardless of barriers they may face
Our policy is written based on evidence and resource using work of Tom Sherrington and Doug Lemov.  
